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Introduction
This study is an investigation of the role of the agricultural research
institutes’ libraries in Nigeria in the expeditious achievement of the overall goals
and objectives of the parent institutions. The purpose of these institutes is to
conduct research in various areas of agriculture to enhance agricultural
production. Research results are published and also communicated to farmers
through agricultural Extension. The research library is responsible for acquiring,
organizing and disseminating information relevant to the mandate of the
research institutes. Unfortunately, very few researchers patronize the library.
There is need for periodic performance evaluation of the libraries so as
to determine how well they are meeting the objectives for which they were
established.
The most popular way to achieve this is by performance assessment of
the research libraries by user approach.
Literature Review
The research library is the bedrock of any research institute. Every
research starts and ends up in the research institute’s library. In fact, the library
is so important to the success of the research institute that it has been
technically referred to as “the greatest essential to discovery…” (Adegbola,
1997).
To ensure the expeditious attainment of the objectives of the research
institute, the research library has the responsibility for providing adequate
information resources and services in meeting the user needs. It is only when
the research library meets the user needs for research and publication that it
can be said to be effective.
According to Lancaster (1978), an evaluation of effectiveness is an
evaluation of user satisfaction. Such an evaluation should determine how well
an information service satisfies the needs of its users. Jimba, (200). Observes
that for a library to be sure that it is carrying out its mandate to its users,
“totality of features and characteristics of its resources and services must be
able to satisfy all users stated or implied needs”.
To evaluate how well the library has performed in this regard, the
management has several options, including user approach or user satisfaction
(Kellaher, 2005). It is generally believed that users are in the best position to
evaluate the effectiveness of any library.
There is no doubt that if the research library is effective, it follows that
the users are satisfied with the totality of its resources and services. And when
the users are thus satisfied, it implies that they have the necessary literature
support and other library services that would enhance their productivity in terms
of research and publications. Therefore, there is a strong relationship between
user satisfaction with library resources and services and publication output.
According to Talero and Gaudette (1995), growths and development in research
activities of the developed world have largely been linked to the phenomenal
developments in the application of IT to library operations.
If the research institutes in Nigeria are not living up to expectation in
terms of breakthroughs in research and publication for solution to societal
developmental problems, the fault could be traced to the ineffectiveness of their
libraries.
The problem of low publications output among agricultural researchers
could be attributed to lack of effective library services (Verma, 1988).
Igbeka (1995), in a study, found out that agricultural research libraries
and university libraries in Nigeria lack adequate resources for the researchers in
agriculture
The strong relationship between user satisfaction with the resources
and services of the research library and publications output creates the
compelling need to embark on the present research in order to create an
empirical basis for enhancing library effectiveness in research institutes and by
inference, researchers’ publications output.
Methodology
In conducting this study, the survey research design was adopted with
the Nigerian Agricultural Research Library Effectiveness Questionnaire
(NARLEQ) as major instrument for data collection. The questionnaire which was
validated by library science experts and pre-tests with reliability test of 0.77
were administered on 340 researchers from all the 14 agricultural research
institutes in Nigeria. The overall response rate was 73.5%. The research data
were analysed using frequency counts and percentages, Regression Analysis,
Correlation and Analysis of Variance (ANOVA)
Results and Interpretation
Table 1:      Correlation between productivity and the use of library by
the researchers.
Institution Correlation(r)
N (Sample
No.) PValue
Type of
relationship Decision
NIFFR
NSPRI
RRIN 
IAR
NIOMR
CRIN
LCRI
NCRI
NAPRI
NRCRI
NIFOR
NIHORT
NVRI
IAR&T
Total
-0.358
-0.117
-0.240
0.322
0.091
-0.167
-0.399
0.098
-0.814
0.349
0.297
0.359
-0.034
-0.098
.009
25
10
05
15
21
27
19
18
11
26
12
21
32
08
250
0.079
0.747
0.697
0.227
0.695
0.405
0.090
0.725
0.002
0.081
0.348
0.110
0.855
0.818
.882
-ve
-ve
-ve
+ve
+ve
-ve
-ve
+ve
-ve
+ve
+ve
+ve
-ve
-ve
+ve
Not
significant
Not
significant
Not
significant
Not
significant
Not
significant
Not
significant
Not
significant
Not
significant
Significant
Not
significant
Not
significant
Not
significant
Not
significant
Not
significant
Not
significant
P Value > 0.05 = not significant
PValue  < 0.05 = Significant
The correlation analysis results in Table 1. Indicate that of the 14
research institutes studied, 13 have a strong insignificant relationship while
strong inverse relationship exists in eight research institutes. It is only in NAPRI
that weak significant relationship exists. This implies that the collection of the
library does not contribute adequately to the researchers’ publications output.
This could be explained by the fact that:
The libraries’ resources are largely obsolete (as the research results
would show)
The researchers don not have sufficient incentives like research grants to
embark on research regularly.
Conversely, the result at NAPRI is significant probably because of its
nearness to Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria where most of the research
officers are also lecturers who must publish before they are promoted.
Conclusion
This study has established a correlation between library effectiveness
and productivity in Nigerian agricultural research institutes. From the result of
the study, anybody who wishes to increase publication output of agricultural
research officers must take appropriate steps to increase library effectiveness in
the research institutes.
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